PHYSOSTEG1A VIRGINIANA VAR. ARENARIA SHIMEK, 

AN OVERLOOKED NAME 


Philip !). Canting and Thomas G. Lammers 


In a recent monograph ol the genus Physostegia (C'antino, 1982), 
an obscure but validly published name was overlooked. Physostegia 
virginiana (L.) Benth. var. arertaria Shimek, Bull. Lab. Nat. Hist. 


Iowa State Univ. 6 (2): 223 (19 1 I), was described as a new variety in 
a (ootnote to an ecological treatise on Iowa prairies. There appears 
to have been only one mention ot the name in print since its initial 
publication (Guldner, I960). Even Shimek never again used it, 
either in print or on herbarium labels. 

From the description, Shimek’s varietv is clearlv referable to Phv- 
sostegia virginiana (L.) Benth. ssp. praenwrsa (Shinners) Cantino 
and should be placed as a synonym under that taxon. However, if 
this subspecies were to be recognized at the varietal level, Shimek's 
name would have priority. 

Because Shimek did not designate a type, a lectotype must be 
selected. The type locality is reported in the protologue as “the sand 
mound in Muscatine and Louisa counties [Iowa] south of Musca¬ 
tine.” I his locality, known today as Big Sand Mound, has been 
discussed by Brown and Brown (1939) and Guldner (I960). Only 
lour Shimek collections of Physostegia virginiana ssp. praenwrsa 


from this locality are known to us. None of these are deposited at ia, 
where Shimek’s personal collections are housed. Two of the speci¬ 
mens were collected after the publication of var. arenaria. Of the 
remaining two, the one that corresponds best to the original descrip¬ 
tion is here designated as the lectotype of Physostegia virginiana 
var. arenaria Shimek: Iowa, Louisa Co., near Fruitland, sand 
mound, 25 September 1909, B. Shimek s.n., dao! 


LITERATURE CITED 

Brow n, M.E., & Brown, R.G. 1939 A preliminary list of the plants of the sand 
mound of Muscatine and Louisa Counties, Iowa. Proc. Iowa Acad. Sci. 46 : 
167-178. 


263 


264 


Rhodora 


[Vol. 85 


Canting. P.D. 1982 A mongraph of the genus Physostegia (l.abiatae). Contr. 
Gray Herb. 211 : 1-105. 

w 

Gui.dnhr, L. F. 1960. The vascular plants of Scott and Muscatine Counties. 
Davenport Public Museum Bot. Publ. I. 


P.D.C. 

DKPARTMENT OF BOTANY 
OHIO UNIVERSITY 

ATHENS, OHIO 45701 

T.G.L. 

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY 
THE OHIO STATE UNIVESITY 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43210 


